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Rock’s Backpages features the work of many of the 
world’s best-known music journalists past and present, 
including Lester Bangs, Richard Goldstein,  
Vivien Goldman, Nick Kent, Michael Lydon,  
Greil Marcus and Penny Valentine. 

background: writers



background: publications
The archive draws on a wide range of publications,  
from Crawdaddy and Mojo Navigator in the mid-1960s to  
Echoes and Stylus in the 2000s. 



background: artists
Rock’s Backpages contains over 50,000 articles about artists from   
Aaliyah to ZZ Top, including Aretha Franklin, The Beatles,  
Beyoncé, David Bowie, Jay-Z, Madonna, Bob Marley, Patti Smith,  
Prince and The Rolling Stones.



content: articles

The articles are full text and primary-source.

The archive can be searched by  
artist, date, genre, publication, piece type, 

subject and keyword.

There are interviews, reviews, essays, 
obituaries and more.



content: audio interviews

The archive contains  
over 800 audio interviews,  
which can be streamed or 
downloaded as mp3s.

These come direct from  
authors’ own recorded tapes and we  

frequently have the subsequently  
written article in the archive.



using the archive

  Search for an artist, writer or publication  
• using the dropdown menus, 
• browsing a full A-Z list, or  
• using the global quick search.

library page



using the archive

Each artist has their own page,  
with an image of the artist or  

one of their albums. 

For popular artists, there are usually a 
few free articles, followed by any audio 
interviews and then a full list of articles. 

Sort articles by date, by writer or by 
most recently added to find out what’s 

new since your last visit to RBP. 

 artist pages



using the archive

Each writer has their own page, 
featuring a short biography and links to 

their online presence where available. 

When writers have appeared as guests 
on our podcast, there will also be a 

direct link to their episode.  

Sort articles by date, by artist or by 
most recently added to find out what’s 

new since your last visit to RBP. 

 writer pages



using the archive

Each publication has its own page, 
usually with some information  

and an example image of the cover. 

Articles are sourced from national 
newspapers, magazines, fanzines and 

websites from all around the world. 

Sort articles by date, by writer or by 
most recently added to find out what’s 

new since your last visit to RBP. 

publication pages



using the archive

Browse by subject or by genre  
to explore the history of music and 

popular culture. 

Each subject and genre has its own 
page sorted by date, presenting a 

chronology of a topic. 

Most articles will be contemporary to 
the issue in question, providing a 

unique perspective on the past. 

subjects & genres



using the archive

Advanced faceted searching allows you 
to drill down into specifics about  
a given artist, time period or publication.

between 1960 and 1970 >  
festivals and events >  

report > 
text >  

    

For example, one could 
narrow down a search to

resulting in festival reports from the 1960s.

advanced search



our podcast
There are over 150 episodes of the 
Rock’s Backpages podcast for you to enjoy, featuring 
exclusive audio clips and interviews with guests 
including Neil Tennant, Mary Harron and many more. 



resources: tech

• Institutional access via IP Registration, Referring URL, 

Shibboleth and Library Card log-in. 

• Usage statistics have been upgraded to Counter 

Compliant Level 5. 

• Auto-citations in multiple styles including Harvard, 

MLA, Chicago and APA for easy referencing. 

• Discoverable via EBSCO Discovery Services and 

ProQuest Summon.



resources: community

facebook.com/groups/rocksbackpages

instagram.com/rocksbackpages tiktok.com/@rocks.backpages

youtube.com/c/rocksbackpages
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find information about RBP  
read reviews of the site 
download RBP logos and banners

access your account administration 
view your license agreement 
find out about access methods 
obtain promotional materials

resources: librarians’ info

resources: press room



resources: testimonials

“Rock's Backpages is a valuable resource, because it's the 
only one of its kind. […] It benefits not only music students 
and faculty, but those studying and researching journalism, 

history, English and pop culture.”

Lori Widzinski 
Head of Multimedia and Music Collections and Services, May 2017

“For the record, let me reiterate that this is an 
indispensable research tool in the study of  

popular music. I use it all the time, and assign it  
regularly to students at all levels.”

Robert Fink 
Chair of Music Industry Program, Vice-Chair of the Faculty, August 2016

“No student of popular music interested in doing  
substantive research can afford to be without  

Rock's Backpages. It's an invaluable tool and above  
all else a great treasure trove of sophisticated writing.”

Jason King 
Academic Director, Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music

"This is the best resource we have  
ever subscribed to. It's had a great  
impact on our library, especially for  
younger users — you need this!"

Jo Guidice 
Director of Libraries, City of Dallas



find out more
Rock’s Backpages is available by annual subscription 
and perpetual access purchase, with pricing based on 
the size and type of your institution. 

Email info@rocksbackpages.com  
to request a free trial (academic institutions only,  
for the purposes of evaluation). 

We offer large discounts for consortia and group 
purchasing. Multi-year subscription agreements are 
available.

mailto:info@rocksbackpages.com
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